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The Spirit
drove Jesus
out into the
desert, and he |
remained in
the desert
for forty days,

' tempted by
‘ Satan.
He was among

wild beasts, and |

the angels

ministered

to him.

Mark1:12,13

The Temptation of Christ by the Devil
Félix Joseph Barrias, 1860

—
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Happenings within Our Parish Families...

Saturdays from 3 - 3:30pm followed by Mass at 4pm.

passcode information to join.

St. James Music Ministry rehearses on Thursdays in the Church at 6pm.
Holy Apostles Jubilate Singers practice on Thursdays at St. John Church, 6:15 - 7-30pm.
Liturgy of the Hours on Zoom on Fridays at 9am. Call the central office at 716.487.0125 for the ID &

St. Vincent de Paul meets the 1st & 3rd Mondays of the month at SSPP Church Hall at 3pm.
Holy Apostles Handbell Choir practice Tuesdays - Peter & Paul Church at 6:30-7:30pm.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is at St. James chapel every Wednesday - 9am until the 7pm Mass.

Confessions are heard at St. James Church, Wednesdays, 6 - 6:30pm followed by Mass at 7pm &

This week Feb. 18, the Linens for St. James will be cared for by Bessie Lovecchio.

Holy Apostles Adult Choir at St. John 9am Mass with practice 45 minutes prior

Coffee Hour at St. James on Sunday, Feb. 18 after the 8am Mass in the Church Hall.

St. James Altar & Rosary Society meets in the Church Hall on Sunday, Feb. 18 at 9:30am.
Holy Apostles Handbell choir at Ss. Peter & Paul Church 11am Mass.
9th—12th Grade Youth Group meets at St. John Church 5-7pm.

Be A Man Ministry meets at St. James on Tuesdays at 6:30pm in the Hall Classroom.

Coffee Hour at St. James after the 8am Mass next Sunday, Feb. 18 in the Hall.

St. James Altar & Rosary meets next Sunday, Feb. 18 at 9:30am in the Hall.

Youth Group meets next Sunday, Feb. 18 for grades 9-12th at St. John's Church from 5-7 pm

Lord Teach Me To Pray meets at St. James on Mondays, Feb. 19 & 26 at 6-7:15pm in the Hall Classroom.
St. Patrick’s Day party at Our Lady of Victory Hall in Frewsburg on March 16, 6-9pm. Please call the

central office for reservations - limit to 100 persons. See the enclosed bulletin ad.

with the meeting immediately following. All are welcome.

Please Pray For . . .

Parish Family members

who are ill:
John Adams
Rose Atkins
Timothy Dean
Gayle Boudreau
James Boudreau
Darrell Cavness
Collins Family
Erica Collins
Michelle Cracker
Marcia de la Cerda
Grant Damon
Gail Gillig
Bohdan Kanicki

Miles Sebastian Laska

Elizabeth LaMantia
Burke Lindquist
Shelly Pacheco-
Johannessen
Nancy Johnson
Sam McMaster
Nancy Michaels
Elizabeth Nguyen
My Nguyen
James Post

Louis Rieg

Marty Sargent
Andrea Schneider
Donald Segrue

Dorothy and David Seth

Robert Sprankle
Emily Sechriest
Savannah Steves
Megan and Sean
Ellen Tyler
Therese Whit

The Unborn.

People of the Ukraine.
Those in the military.

All those touched by

loneliness or illness.

Those in purgatory.

St. Joseph’s Table , March 19 at St. James Church Hall - Look for more information in bulletin.
The next Altar & Rosary meeting for St. Patrick will be Saturday, March 9th. The Rosary will be recited at 10 AM

And all parishioners in need
of our prayers.

Call the parish office if you
would like to add a name to
our prayer list.

Please Note: You must
have the permission of the
person you want listed
before we can add them to
this list.
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, February 17 - st. Scholastica
JMS - 4:00PM t Fred Pappalardo (Birthday)
By Sons, Ray & Ron
t Jim Corkery
By Sally Corkery & Daughters
OLS - 4:00PM t Larry Dupere
By the Wescott Family
PAT - 5:30PM 7 Souls of the Faithful Departed
By Parishioners
Sunday, February 18 - First Sunday of Lent
JMS - 8:00AM t Ryan Tuzzo
By Mom, Dad & Birdie
JHN - 9:00AM 1 Concetta Griffo (Birthday)
By Jon & Mary Harmon
SHR - 9:00AM 7 Peter & Genevieve Buckley (Anniv.)
By Daughter, JoAnn Silk & Family
OLL -10:00AM t Evelyn McDonald
By Alexis, Chris & Sharon
SPP -11:00AM t Nancy Mistretta
By Elizabeth Traniello
PAT -11:00AM T Living & Deceased Mothers
By Parishioners

Monday, February 19

JMS - 8:00AM Mass for the Parishioners
By the Priest

SHR - 9:00AM T Beverly Foote
By Mariane Anderson

SPP - 12:10PM * Eileen Widen (Anniversary)
By Husband, Jim

Tuesday, February 20

PAT - 8:00 AM T Living & Deceased Father’s
By Parishioners

OLL- 9:00 AM t Living & Deceased Mother’s
By Parishioners

Wednesday, February 21 - st. Peter Damian

JHN - 8:00 AM T Living & Deceaced Father’s
By Parishioners

JMS - 7:00 PM t Edda Liuzzo (1st Anniversary)
By Husband, Salvatore & Family

Thursday, February 22 —chair of t. Peter the Apostle
OLL-9:00 AM T Living & Deceased Father’s

By Parishioners
OLV - 5:00 PM T Souls f the Faithful Departed

By Parishioners

Friday, February 23 - st. polycarp

JMS - 8:00AM t Living & Deceased Mother’s
By Parishioners

SHR - 9:00AM 7 Living & Deceased Mother’s
By Parishioners

SPP -12:10PM t Judy Smith (Birthday)
By Husband, Jim

Saturday, February 24
JMS - 4:00PM T Frank Conti & Liz Walden - (Anniversary)
By Josephine Conti & Family
T Josephine Triscari
By Valerie Scarpino
OLS - 4:00PM t Joanne Pitts
By Jon & Irene Anderson

PAT - 5:30PM t Souls of the Faithful Departed
By Parishioners

Sunday, February 25 - second Sunday of Lent
JMS - 8:00AM t John & Josephine Lennon (Anniv.’s)
By Son, Michael

JHN - 9:00AM * Irma H. Rhoney (Birthday)
By Family
SHR - 9:00AM * Patricia Moniot
By Ingrid Grunert
OLL -10:00AM * James Piazza (Birthday)
By Wife, Rose & Daughter, Fran
SPP -11:00AM t Dr. James A. Scarpino (Birthday)
By Dr. & Mrs. James Scarpino & Family

PAT -11:00AM * Living & Deceased Mother’s
By Parishioners

Call the central office for your 2024 Mass intentions.

Saint Padre Pio ~ Many times the souls would ask for a
Mass to be said for them, highlighting the spiritual weight
of a Mass and how it can lessen the time a person spends
In purgatory before embracing the glories of heaven.
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CATHOLIC NEIGHBORS IN FAITH
Wine, Hosts, Sanctuary Lights and Memorials

Sanctuary Light
St. James Church

In Memory of Gert Melice
by Erminia luculano and Mr. & Mrs. Carl Gullotti

Wine

St. James Church

For A Prayer Answered
by Mary Paterniti

St. John Church

In Memory of Concetta Griffo
by Becky McGrath

Hosts

St. John Church

In Memory of Josie & Frank Marcello
(Wedding Anniversary)

by Daughter, Joan

Our Lady of Loreto

In Memory of Beverly Foote
by Samuel Raimondo & family

A Gift of Intentions

If you would like to make a donation to the church
“In Memory Of...” or “In Honor Of...” someone
special, consider the Wine, Hosts or Sanctuary Light
in their name. The monthly donation for Wine is
just $40 and the Hosts are $25. Sanctuary Lamps
cost $10 per week. A special card may be sent to
the family notifying them of your donation. This is a
great way to honor someone when a Mass date is
not available. If you have any questions, call the
Central Office at 716.487.0125.

FRIENDS OF ST. JOSEPH
“VIVA LA TAVOLA DI SAN GIUSEPPE”
“LONG LIVE THE TABLE OF ST. JOSEPH”

St Joseph Table 2010 photo by Tom Franco

The timetable for how to celebrate the feast?
Plan to arrive on time to enjoy the whole event...

5:00 pm the ritual with our priest blessing the meal.
This is a “Cafeteria-Style” meal with NO table servers.
There is opening seating and a walkup “Takeout” line.
Also, the Ala Carte Markey and bakery.

6:00 pm The Official Blessing of the “Table” by our
priest.
This Meal by tradition is “Meatless,” because the feast
falls during Lent, our spaghetti is served with Red Sauce
and sprinkled with seasoned breadcrumbs to represent
the “sawdust of a carpenter.”

New Traditional Saint Joseph’s Table
When: Tuesday, March 19, 2024

Where: St. James Parish Hall

Time: 5:00 pm — 7:00 pm or until SOLD OUT

Plan to come on time to enjoy the whole event...
Cost: Meatless Spaghetti Meal - $12.00 — “Cafeteria-
style”

(Homemade Red Sauce served over pasta, side salad,
bread, and one beverage ticket).
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NIGHT PRAYER continues each night beginning at 9:00pm.
Join the clergy on Facebook at Catholic Neighbors in Faith and
pray with them and fellow parishioners. Night Prayer books
can be purchased at the Central Office for just $10 each.

Men’s Conference

Calling out to men who are seeking to draw deeper into their
faith through the support of other men: Catholic Men’s
Fellowship of Western New York will hold its annual Men’s
Conference on Saturday, March 9 in Tonawanda, featuring
inspirational speakers, a one-act play, opportunities for
Adoration and Confession, and Mass. The event concludes
at 3 pm. Tickets are $25 if purchased by FEBRUARY 23 for
S10 off standard admission. Admission includes coffee, a
donut before the conference and at morning break, and
lunch.

See www.cmfofwny.org/. Join other men from our Faith
Family; we will carpool together (meet at St. John’s parking
lot at 6:45 am). We are also planning to launch a new men’s
faith-sharing group for our local parishes in September!
For more information: contact Jon Harmon at
jon723del@gmail.com or (630) 815-6586.

Saturday, March 9, 2024

Cardinal O’Hara High School

39 O’Hara Rd, Tonawanda, NY 14150
8:30am - 3pm

(Doors Open at 7:30am)

DONATIONS STILL NEEDED...

Ss. Peter & Paul Church and St. James Church are still in
need of your help for two very important upgrades.

1.) The Rosetta Window at the back of the church at Ss.
Peter & Paul is in need of major repairs. We are asking for
your help in trying to ensure that this beautiful window be
restored and made structurally sound again.

2.) St. James Church and Rectory are in need of
foundation masonry repairs. Any donations would be tax
deductible. If you have any questions or would like more
information, don’t hesitate to contact the rectory.

PASCHAL CANDLE AT ST. JAMES OR ST. JOHN
If an individual or family would like to
sponsor the  Paschal Easter Candle at St.
James, St. John or please contact the
\ church office at 716.487.0125. The cost is
R B $400 for a candle, and the donation will
appear in the bulletin with any associated
intention or memorial.
The Paschal candle represents Christ, the Light of the
World. During the Easter Vigil, on Holy Saturday, the
priest carries the candle during the procession into the
dark church. A new fire, symbolizing our eternal life in
Christ, is kindled which lights the candle.
The Paschal candle is lit throughout the year for all bap-
tisms, weddings and funerals.

Our Stewardship
Thank you for your support of our parish ministries

St. James
2/11/24 - $5621.22
Parish Improvement - $465.00
Fuel - $291.00

Holy Apostles
2/11/24 - $5,664.00
Repair & Maintenance - $579.00
Fuel - $439.00

Sacred Heart
2/11/24 - Reg - $3,355.50

St. Patrick
2/11/24 - Will be in next week’s bulletin

Our Lady of Loreto
2/11/24 - Will be in next week’s bulletin

Grateful
Thankful
and
Blessed

February 18, 2024 e First Sunday of Lent



http://www.cmfofwny.org/
mailto:jon723del@gmail.com

Catholic Neighbors in Faith

Prayer for the 40 days of Lent

Lord, help us to grow in faith and love over these next
forty days, and may we be brought even closer to you
in our lives. Lord, you are our God and we are your
people, may we never veer from the perfect path
which you have set before us. Be our rock and our
strength Lord Jesus. Amen.”

Catholic Neighbors In Faith invites
you to a St. Patrick’s Day Corn Beef
& Cabbage Dinner at Our Lady of
Victory hall in  Frewsburg on
Saturday, March 16™ from 6 to 9pm.
Entertainment will include the
traditional Irish dancers.

The cost is $20 at the door. Take-
outs available. Please bring a box of cereal or canned
goods for the Frewsburg Food Pantry. Reservations are
required as seating is limited to 100 persons. Call the
central office to RSVP at 716.487.0125.

Our Lady of Loreto

Each Sunday at 9:30am there will be a Rosary prayer
service prior to the 10am Mass at Our Lady of Loreto
Church. It is open to anyone who would like to pray the
Rosary. All you need is your Rosary.

Dear Friend,

It is time for our next series, and | am excited about the
ones I've got planned for February 19 to November 18. It’s
called, “My 19t%4 Aunnotation.”

The Ignatian Adventure: a textbook by Fr. Kevin O’Brien, SJ.

I don’t know about you, but for the last few weeks I've been
making goals and resolutions, and beginning anew for 2024.
Maybe this is something similar to what mode you are in right
now—preparing, looking ahead, planning, and refining.

A new year provides us with a fresh start and a chance to
reset our thinking about what’s to come this year. As we go
through this annual process in the new year, are we allowing
God to be part of it? Is there room for God?

That’s what this series is about—taking a look at how we can
bring God into all aspects of our lives and not just some of
them. It’s moving God from being displayed nicely on the shelf
and bringing God into the heart of our homes and the center
of our lives.

Over the next 33 weeks (2/19/24 to 11/18/24), you will have
the opportunity of a lifetime to find God in All things with in-
person classroom study, Zoom Meetings and Home Study. You
will receive an email that will include a prayerful reflection,
suggested “Spiritual Exercises and reflection questions.

Some of the themes are:
Making Room for God
Readying the Space for God
Decluttering
Inviting God into the Heart of Our Homes
Living Life with God.

If you are new to our community, welcome and please join
us for this series. For those of you already part of LTMTP, you
are all set.
| look forward to walking with you friends, new or old, over the
next 33 weeks!

Peace, Love, and Joy
God’s Son, Jesus

Jesus

PS: By the way; your two facilitators are Patty and Tom Franco
who have been presenting the “Lord Teach Me To Pray” since
2014. Call the CNF Central at 716-487-0125 or just stop by on
Monday, February 19 at 6:00 pm SHARP, and give Me one hour
of time.
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Reflections

First Sunday of Lent — Clear Conscience

Usually, the first reading has something in common with the gospel. Today’s however, has more in common with the second
reading from St. Peter. They both talk about Noah and the ark, where the few good people were saved by going through the
water. Peter compares that to the waters of Baptism, in which we are saved by God. He also has an interesting image of
Jesus “preaching to the spirits in prison.” It refers to the fallen angels whose disobedience lead the rest of the population to
turn away from God. Just as God washed away the evil of the world in the waters of the flood, so the waters of Baptism
made us into a new people who have clear consciences, both because God has forgiven our sins and because we promise to
follow only Him.

That leads to the Gospel, where Jesus is tempted by Satan. But unlike the people of Noah’s time, Jesus does not fall to the
temptations. Instead, he comes out of the desert, proclaiming that the Kingdom of God is near. He tells us to repent and
believe in the good news.

That means we have a choice to make: Do we accept this kingdom and repent, or do we ignore our baptism and do what we
want? We may say that we are willing to repent, but do we do anything about it? Do we still have a clear conscience when
we think of how much time we spend getting to know Jesus? Ever pray or read the bible outside of church? Do we spend
near as much on the poor, as we do for movies, hobbies, video games, or drinks? Do we ever tell anyone about the kingdom
and what Jesus has done for us?

Next time you see a rainbow, think about the covenant that God made with Noah. Just as God’s promises get better and
better till the coming of Jesus, we are challenged to be more and more like Him. Are you satisfied with just a promise that
God won'’t destroy us all in a flood? Or are you ready to live the New Covenant that Jesus promises to those who will follow

Covenant and Commitment

At first glance it may seem a little odd that the first Sunday of Lent would have a reading about God's covenant with Noah.
We all know the story. God sent a flood to wipe out the earth because of their sin and disobedience and then God made a
covenant with his people to never again send a flood that would destroy the earth. So why has the Church chosen this
reading for Lent? Isn't Lent all about suffering, not God's loving plan for his people?

Well, | think this reading actually fits perfectly in this penitential season. Time and time again in the Old Testament we see
God enacting covenants with his people, and time and time again we see human beings breaking these covenants. God
wants to give his life and love and we as a human race are quick to turn our backs on him and break the commitment of the
covenant.

| see Lent as a time of preparation for Easter and this Holy Feast day celebrates the culmination of the New Covenant that
Christ enacted on the cross. We reflect on the suffering and death of Christ, we fast and abstain, and we pray, in order that
our hearts might be more ready for the covenant that God has for us.

Instead of reliving history and breaking the small commitments God asks of us, Lent is a time to dive deeply into these
commitments so that his covenant can ring true in our hearts and we will be ready for it. Even Jesus as the Son of God knew
how important it would be for us to slow down and reflect on what is most important. He didn't need to spend any time in
the desert, but today's Gospel reminds us that he went there anyway. He gives us the example of what it looks like to be
faithful to his heavenly Father.

This Lent, | encourage you, and myself, to dive deeply. Let's allow this to be a time of purification and penance so that when
Easter time comes, we will truly know what it means to rejoice.
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Saint of the Week

SAINT POLYCARP (died 155)
February 23

“Eighty-six years | have served Christ, and he never did me any wrong. How can
| blaspheme my King and Savior?” Boldly answering the official who demanded he
worship pagan gods, Polycarp, today’s “Senior Citizen Saint,” demonstrates that
courage, far from being the preserve of the young, is a virtue cultivated through life-
long fidelity and crowned by final perseverance. A disciple of Saint John, who is said to
have consecrated him bishop of Smyrna in modern day Turkey, Polycarp witnesses to
the truth that, whatever time and space may separate us, Jesus’ gift of the Eucharist
unites us. Polycarp’s final words, preserved by the Church of Smyrna, sounds like a
Eucharistic Prayer in which the saint offers himself: “Lord, almighty God, Father of your
beloved and blessed Son Jesus Christ, through whom we have come to the knowledge
of yourself . .. may | be received among the martyrs as a rich and pleasing sacrifice . . .
through the eternal priest of heaven, Jesus Christ . . . through him be glory to you, together with him and the Holy
Spirit, now and forever. Amen.”

—Peter Scagnelli

St. Patrick’'s Church Thank you...

St. Patrick will be hosting a St. Patrick's day dinner After 32 years of Fish Fry’s the St. John Fish Fry
on Sunday, March 17th following the 11am Mass. Ministry is retiring their aprons. They would like
The dinner is FREE!!! to thank all the wonderful volunteers who have
Dinner will be traditional Corned Beef and helped throughout the years as well as
Cabbage. In order to plan, we will need you to everyone who came and supported the fish fry.
sign up by Sunday, March 10th. If numbers are It was a pleasure being a part of this ministry!
too low, we will notify those that signed up by Thank you and God bless!

phone. There are sign-up sheets at both entrances
of the church.

Birthday Celebration!

One of our own will be celebrating a very special
birthday! Mercedes Holliday will be turning 102
on March 29th!!!l We are asking everyone to
"shower" her with cards for this beautiful
celebration!! Her address is: Mercedes Holliday,
4198 Wipple Road, Randolph, NY 14772.

Let's make her feel as special as she is!!!

J will establish

1y covenani

withyyo

B(B)THDAY
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THANK YOU!ll

The 6th and 7th grade students at the Saint John's site would like to thank everyone who gave on Super Bow! Sunday to help
those in need. $143 was collected at St. Johns and donated to Holy Apostles Saint Vincent de Paul Society and $216 was
collected at Our Lady of Loreto for their St. Vincent de Paul Society. The students wanted to do this as their service project.
The St. Vincent de Paul Societies will use the money to help those in need to get food, transportation to medical
appointments, helping after hospitalizations, etc. All donations go to help those in our area who need help. By giving you
may have helped your neighbor, or a friend in need of help. Donations to those in need are kept confidential.

Thank you students and thank you to all who gave!

Find all these
wlileE|lP|s|]alc|T]|A P

words
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Fasting Yy [z]|B [J |E |s |[u |Aa |H |U
Sacrifice z |1 |F {a s |T |1 [N |G |F
Purple

One thing | can do during Lent to bring me closer to God...
The Good Book:

There was this well-meaning lady
mailing a box of Bibles for her
church to missionaries overseas.
"Is there anything breakable in
there?" asked the postal clerk.
"Only the Ten Commandments,"
answered the lady.

g
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In Loving Memory Memorial Page

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace. Amen.
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

May the prayers of Mary, the Mother of God, who stood by the cross as Her Son was dying, help those who mourn
for our brothers and sisters and accompany all of us in our time of need. Amen.

Leroy & Ethel Anderson

Christopher Baczynski

Fred Baker

Beaver & Stearns Families

Cora Bonfiglio

Tichy, Howvath & Brunecz Families
Charles E. J. Cassidy

DMO the Crasti & Marino Families
John & Tillie Cusimano

Rev. Msgr. Joseph M. Dowdell

DMO the Dominick & O’Hagan Families
Dr. Anthony Floccare

DMO the Floccare & DePetro Families
Stephanie A. Frucella

Alexander Gil

Angelo Giuffre & Maria Cali Families
Glenard A. Grabow

Dr. Joseph & Concetta Griffo
Charles “Charlie” Heggarty

Grunert & Perk Families

Hacker & Tuzzo Families

Hedrich & Peterson Families

Rev. John T. Horne

Hutchinson & Truax Families

L & DMO the Irons & Pfurtscheller Families
For the Soul of Judas Iscariot

Rev. Joseph P. Janaczek

Phyllis Johenning

Andrew B. & Eleanor H. Johnson
Kilburn & Hoffman Family

Edda Liuzzo

Giuseppe & Giuseppina Liuzzo

Joseph X. & Mary R. Lombardo
Marie F. MacNamara

Frank & Josephine Marcello
Marchiando & Dominici Families
Nina Claire Marsh

Rev. Dennis W. Mende

Mary Jo Mason Montagna
Renaldo E. & T. Silvia Muniz
Janet & Henry Napier

L & DMO the Pappalardo Family
Mary Ann Pappalardo

James Patti

Robert J. Perron

Tom Prechtl & Katy Guye

DMO Raymond & Raimondo Families
James R. Rusiniak

Nicholas & Miriam Rodriguez

B. Muriel Rose

Dr. Joseph & Ruth Rube

L & DMO the Scarpino & Heffern Families
Nicholas W. Shelley

Ross & Josephine Spoto

Swanson & Regan Families

The Twichell Family

Paul Tran, Minh Cong, and Anna N. Guyen
Kim Hong, Teressa Tran, Kim Loan
Peter Tran and Binh Thanh

Linda J. Wadsworth

Richard & Emily Weimer

Jason M. Williams

Zahler, Cuffney & Green Families
Zunner & Gumienik Family

Application For Catholic Neighbors in Faith Memorial Listing (Please Print Clearly)

Please send a check for $50 made out to your home parish and mail it to 27 Allen St., Jamestown NY 14701.

Name (s)
Your Contact Information
Your Name Phone
Street State Zip




